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What is really perplexing about the ACT light rail proposal is that it 
is so blatantly inequitable. Equity or parity has been at the forefront 
of the planning and development of Canberra since its inception.  
In particular, the fine hierarchical road arrangement, and the 
universal bus system, both made land values more or less 
equitable across the city. Buses can go virtually anywhere,  
and that’s why they contribute so effectively to that equality. 
 
The ACT land leasehold system was designed to also ensure 
reasonable equity. Parity in land values, and good planning meant 
that people could choose to live, and afford to do so, virtually 
anywhere in developed Canberra, and still be near a town centre. 
 
Private cars, integral to the efficacy of Canberra’s equitable layout, 
while providing the most desired door-to door transport mode, are 
already improving massively in technology, environmental and 
energy terms. As well, rapidly emerging self-drive cars will reduce 
the demand for non-home car parking spaces, and, in many 
households, the need for second cars. 
 
In recent times, we see the ACT's planning and land management 
systems being dismantled and exploited for profit and vested 
interests. Some so-called professional planners are now even 
operating in-house with real estate agents and developers.  
 
Related to that, the ACT Labor Government, is now so reliant on 
selling land for revenue to fix its budget deficits. It chooses  
fixed-route light rail, because land close to the route can be forever 
financially exploited, while lease holders there profit inequitably 
(and pay higher rates and taxes).  
 
Worse still, the exploitation of land around the tram stops is 
supported and promoted by influential professionals, developers 
and academics, in the name of environmental sustainability, 
climate change and urban sprawl prevention. Sadly, it’s obvious 
that those people are actually “on the same tram” as the 
exploitative marketeers, and are more interested in financial 
matters – a sort of “greed is good” mentality.  



 
Collectively they see Canberrans increasingly living (often as 
tenants of absentee landlords) in cramped, generally high-rise 
Hong Kong-style flats located along the tram routes, while not 
even making an effort to promote and mandate a healthier living 
typology that addresses the vital ingredients of community, 
privacy, population health, and amenity. Australians deserve  
and expect better for their national capital. 
 
Of course we do have a type of "urban sprawl" here in the land 
bountiful ACT. It enables high quality healthy suburban living, 
especially for families, with space for gardens, a house extension, 
maybe a pool, a trampoline, chicken coop or even a shed.  
 
But we don't have urban-sprawl blight (debilitating isolation from 
public transport, employment, schools, shops, etc.) thanks to 
careful past planning.. However, we will get that urban blight if  
the tram system is installed. 
 
Places like currently manageable Dickson and Erindale, key 
proposed major tram stops, will become congested, and bloated  
at the expense of other group centres.  Bus services will be cut 
back or discontinued in order to pay for the ridiculously expensive 
tram system and its operation. 
 
Naturally, residential land values will be relatively and significantly 
higher near the centres chosen for tram stops, as well as along  
the tram track strip, but increasingly lower around those not 
chosen. 
 
And, the tram-related intensified development in Civic, the en-route 
group centres, and along the track routes, will be high in polluting 
energy consumption during construction and operation.That’s in 
addition to the tram system’s own considerable installation and 
operational energy consumption.  
 
All that is avoidable by staying with, and improving the efficacy and 
environmental friendliness of the existing bus system.  
 
Above all, universal parity, especially in relation to residential land 
values, must be preserved, if our society is to be sustainable and 
equitable, and, in this particular matter, the only way to do that is  



to stay with buses and scrap the proposed Canberra tram system 
now. 


